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THE 


PREFACE 


T being Cuftomary in all New Undertakings, for 

Authors to give the World an Account of their 

Be Defign, We fhall exhibit what follows concerning 
Ours: Viz. 

That as we have put the Word Univerfal in our Title, we 
have chofen the Univerle for our Subject, with all that it con- 
tains ; being refolved to treat on any Head which we judge Plea- 
fant and Profitable to the Publick, according as it {hall fall ix 
our way. 

But we refolve more particularly to difcourfe of whatever 
fhall occurr, New awd Curious, iw all Faculties, Arts or 
Sciences. For which End we-have eftablifbed a Corre/pondence 
Abroad, that we may have early Notice of all that the Learned 
or Curious iz other Parts fhall from time to time judge 
Worthy of Publick View. Not that we intend to confine 
our felves altogether to what is Modern, bat will referve our 
Liberty to Divert into the Paths of Antiquity, View the Re- 
ceffes of former Ages, awd Enquire into the Produ€tions of 
Ancient Learning. 

It is not owr Defign to Abridge Books, wor to trouble 
our felves to Aniwer Queftions, which are Provinces already 
Undertaken by others: And as we would not Entrench upon 
any Man's Property, we defign not to be Limited by any 
Man’s Pleafure, bus fo as we mayextract Honey from every 


Flower. 
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The PRE FACE. 


The Reader may by this time perceive our Defign to be 
the Advancement of Univerfal Knowledge ; é# which he wif 
find both Pleafure and Profit : It being as Natural for the Mind 
to Feed upon that, as it is for the Body to be Nourifbed by 
Food ; but with this remarkable Difference, That though the 
Body may foon be {atishied with the one, the Scul can never be 
{urfeited with the other ; bat the more it Kycws, the more tt 
defires to Know ; [0 that this Appetite cannot be bounded. 

But as thofe who would Pleafe all Palates, muft have various 
Difbes s fohe that Writes for the Publick, fhould have various 
Subjcéts, and ought to take [pecial Care that they be Good of the 
Kgana, 

_And therefore, to prevent all Cavils, with which this Critical 
Age does fo much abound, we would defire the Reader to take 
notice, That we don’t intend to trouble the World with our own 
particular Notions, but fairly to ewhibit the Sentiments of the 
Learned, upom whatever is Curious iv all forts of Learning . 
as judging it much wore Profitable to others, and alfo a great 
deal more Honourable for our felves, to build upon the Foun- 
dation of Famous Authors, than to obtrude our own raw 
and indigefted Notions (merely for Novelty’s fake) upon 
the Publick. But as we fball willingly embrace the Inge- 
nious asd Ufeful Obfervations of others, who wiff be fo kind 
as to impart them to us; fo we hope that they will not take it 
ami[s, if we fometimes intermix our own with theirs ; for our 
Fancies muft indeed be prodigiou/ly barren, if we can no ways 
Improve what’s already Invented. 

But that our Mercury may be yet more worthy of its Title, 
we do hereby folemnly invite the Ingenious to impart what Crric- 
fities they have collected or obferved ; awd we affure them, that 
whatever they think fit to communicate, fhall be entertained 
with a due regard, and publifh’d in {uch manner as [uits our 
Defien, if it ~be mot contrary to Religion, Good Manners, 
oy the Government. 
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The PREFACE. 

We hope it is needlefs to acquaint our Reader, that under 
the general Title of Learning, there is included Hiftory both 
Civil and Ecclefiaftical ; Philofophy iv all its Parts ; the 
Mathematicks, with all theer furprizing Inventions and Ef- 
fe&ts ; Phyfick, with its train of wonderful Cures; and 
Philology, with all its known Criticifms. For Theology, 
we leave it wholly to Divines, except fuch Parts of it as may 
all in our way with Hiftory, Chronology, or Genealogies. 
Now the Ufefulnef{s of the Whole being fufficiently known, 
it’s in vain to infift on the Commendation of Parts : But 
of this we think fit to advife the Publick, That in all thofe 
Facultics, we make ufe of the beft Authors ; and that particularly 
for Phy fick, a#d.the Mathematicks, we confsit the Memoirs 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences, at Paris. 

For Painting, Sculpture, avd ArchiteCture, oar Defign is, 
to recover as much as 1s poffible of the Hiffory of whatever hath 
been Curious tv thofe feveral Arts, with the Authors aad Oc- 
cafions of fuch Performances. And the like as to Medals, and 
Monuments, which have been Coin’d or Ereéed to preferve 
the Memory of Princes, or other Illuftrious Perfonages ; and 
this alone will afford the beft of Dainties for thofe who are Cu- 
vious, ana retricve acreat deal of Hiftory which n-w lies dor- 
maint in the Grave of Oblivion, as being teo Particular to find 
place in the General Hiftories of Kyngcems and States. 

As to the Products of Nature, we d+figa to treat of whatever 
is to be found moft Curious and Remarkable in Ancient, or Rare 
and Obfervable in Modern Authors, as Monttrous Births, 
Apparitions, Meteors, Strange Noifes, Terrible Temp-its, 
aud Ominous Showres, as Blood, gc. in the AIR.  Ex- 
traordinary Tremblings, Mountains, Vulcano’s, or others, 
Minerals, Forefts, Fountains, Rivers, Lakes, Animals, 
Plants, Grains, Cities, Fortrefles, cc. in the RAR TH. 
Extraordinary Fifhes and Tydes, Diterent Degrees of Salt- 
nels and Depths, aad tre Various Courfes, Colours and 
Qualities of the SEA. 
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For Arts and Sciences, we defign to Enquire into their Rife 
and Progrefs, Decay or Improvement ; aad the Hiltory of 
their Inventors, efpecially their moft Remarkable Perfor- 
mances. And feeing the Curiofities (which are or have been 
the Refult of the different Employments, Induftry or Tra- 
vels of Mankind) will fall under the former Heads, we fball 
not trouble our Reader with them here. We fhall, over and 
above, for Gentlemens Entertainment, oblige them with the Geo- 
— and Hiftorical Defcription of any Place whtch happens 
to be Famous in the prefent Wars. 

Iz the Whole, we {ball endeavour a Familiar Style, and ufc 
as mich Plainne(s as the Cafe willpermit ; being willing to con- 
fult the Capacity of the Meaneft, and chufe fuch Subjects as may 
not only be Pleafant, but the Knowledge of them really Profitable 
to the Vulgar: And feeing it was the chief Complaint againft 
Monfieur de la Crofe’s Memoirs for the Ingenious, That 
they were too Speculative, and calculated only for Scholars , we 
{hall take all poffible Cave to avoid that Objection : though we can- 
not but regret the Lofs which the Learned World is like to [uftain, 
by that Ingenious Author's being obliged to lay down his Me- 
ancien, thofe that. he has writ, beina worthy-of the Perufal of alt 
Scholars. 

But to conclude, the Reader may have, in this Monthly Effay, 
a Compendious View of Univerfal Learning ; a#d with « 
very {mall Expence, either of Money, Time, or Pains, reap 
the Fruits of the Studies of the moft Learned in all Facu!- 
ties ; fo that he may be able to Difcourfe Rationally apon any 
Subjet, by Reading a littl, once a Month, 7# 4 Book fo 
fmall, that it will be no Burthen ; Aiving fo much Variety, 
that it cannot be Unplealing ; and fo very Cheap, that the 
Expence s.necst to Nothing. 
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CONTENTS. 


The Vfefulne{s of knowing how the Ancients Computed their 
Days and Hours. How they Divided their Days ; and how 
the Day is differently Computed by different Authors and Na- 
tions. The Divifiow of Hours, and how the Fews and Rom 
mans Reckon’d theirs. Whowas the Firft Inventer of Sand- 
Glaffes, Water-Glaffes, Sun-Dials and Clocks, and the Firft 
Sorts of them. An Extraordinary Clock, prefented to Char- 
lemaign by the Emperor of Perfia. The Scripture-way of: 
Computing Hours ,and.a Table for under ftanding of the fame. 


51 R, 
Agree with you, That if it were rightly underftocd how: 

_ the Ancients Reckon’d their Hews and Day;, it might con- 

tribute very much to the underflanding of many Pailages in 

. Profane, and.removing of fome feeming Difficulty and Con- 
tradiction in Sacred Hiftory ; and therefore do here prefent you 
with very Curious Obfervations on that Subject, trom the bett. 

Authors that I could meet.with. 

For the better underftanding of this Point, we mult firit ob- | 
ferve, ‘That there is a Natural, and Artifical or Civil Day. The | 
Natural Day, is. that Space of Time which is betwixt the. Rifing: ) 
and Setting. of the Sun, which, you know, is Longer in Winter. | 

than. 
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than in Summer ; but the Civil or Artificial Day confifts of 24 
Hours, comp ehendiug the Natural Day and Night. But as to 
the Time when this Artificial Day begins, there have becn, and 
are till many different Computations. The Babylniars reckon’d 
their Artificial Day, from Sun- rifing to Sun- rifing. The Italian: 
who inhabit U 'mbria, reckon’d theirs from Noon to Noon: which 
Cul ftom, Prolcmy, and many other Aftronomers, obiferv’d. The 
Fews, ne} at eel part of the Iralians, reckon from Sun-fet to 
Sun-fer. And the Romans, Egyptians, and Ccpernicus, trom Mid- 
night to Midnight. 

Then as for Hours, they are Egual or Unequal: The Equi al Hours, 
which are alfo called Equinoétial, becaule they divide ¢ "oui- 
nottial Circle into 24 Equal Parts, are Our Ordinary Hours. The 
Une qi J Hours are longer or fhorter, according to the Seafon ok 
the Year; becanfe there are always 12 for the Naural Day, fror 
Sun-rifing to Sun-fetting ; and alfo 12 for the Night: So that in 
the Summe! r, the Hours of the Day are longer than the Hours of 
the Night ; and in the Winter it 1s quite contra ry. Thole Hours 
are called the Ancient ‘fudaick or Planetary Hox 15 3 the jirft begins at 
the Rifing of the Sun, the fixth at Noon, and the te el'tivat Sun-fet : 
At ues time begins the fi7/? Hour of the Night, ¢! ie /ixth a: Mide 
night, and the fae) at the Rijs g of the Sun. Ir 2 pears by the 
Latin Authors, that the Ancient Romans computed 44 thofe Un- 
equal Hours; and to exprefs a very fhort Hour, they called it Hora 
Hyberna, i.e. a Winter Hour s becaufe thofe of the Winter Days 
were very fhort. And Hours are alld diftinguifhed according to 
the Diftin&ion of Days, in the manner above related: And Sun- 
Dials and Clecks were aiterwards invented to compute the Hours. 
Pliny fays, that Anaximencs the Milefian, and Scholar of Thales, 
was the firlt who invented a Sun-Dial at Leceden.ov, about the 
Year of the World, 3177. and in the CLXXVlIith. of Rome, 


called it Sciatericon: And Vitruems was the firtt who wrote 
ak out the way of Makin; s Sun-Dial, Bur the Roly ae cell 
us of the Si n-Dial of Abaz, in fe rttfal lem, Lia. 38. 8. 2 Ku g.20.11,. 
Whence fome think con the Hebrews w ere the firtt Inventers : “And 
others, thee they had them trem the Chal , wno were mightily 
oiven A {ti ey my-  Cenfcrinus ay ‘ it is not well known when 
Dials came firft in Ufe at Rome: But fome are of Opinion, that 


it was about the 429th. of the Ci “a when Papivins cn § he 
Dictator, erected one on the Temple of Rx mauliss. As for Clicks, the 
Girft Inventer of them, is faid co have been one Paci iicus, Archdeacon 

of 
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of Verona, about 850. in the Reign of Zetharia:, Somto Leswis the 
Debonnaire of France, where the Inventer firft made them, (ac- 
cording to his Epitaph, related by Ughellus, in his Italia Sacra.) 
But Du Cange lays, That about 807. the Embaffadors of davon King 
of Perfia, prefented Chir lemaign with a Clock of Brafs, which di- 
ftinguilhed the Hours by the fall of fome Balls of Metal into a 
Bafin; and by Men on Horfeback, who epened and fhut 12 
‘Gates, according to the Number of the Hours; and thefe were 
called Nighr-Clocks. Father Triccult lays, That when Clocks were 
firft carried to China, the Chinefe were fo much furpriz’d at the 
Invention, and hard to believe that they moved of themfelves, 
that they fet Guards to watch whether any thing came aid {truck 
the Hours. The Ancients did -alfo diftinguith their Hours by 
Water-Glafles, as we do now by Sand-Glafies ; and as the Water 
run through a fmall Hole infenfibly, it rais’d a bit of Cork, and that 
mounted a {mall Figure which pointed at the Hours mark’d on a 
Quadrant. And there were others who made them of Mercury ; 
but the beft way, is, to makethem of the Shells of Eggs, well 
dried and peeld. 

As tothe underitanding of the Scripture-way of Computing the 
Hours, we muft obferve what Cen/orinus, and other ancient Au- 
thors write ; wiz. That the Day was divided into Four Parts, as 
was the Night into Four Watches ; that the firft Watch compre- 
hended the firft three Hours of the Night ; and at the Sign which 
denoted the End of the Third Hour, the Second Watch Began, 
which continued till Midnight. And fothe Firft Hour, or Part 
of the Day, comprehended the Three Ordinary Hours after the 
Rifing of the Sun; and at the End of chat Third Hour began the 
Second Part of the Day ; which was called the Third Hour, be- 
caufe it followed juftaiter the Third Ordinary Hour, and con- 
tinued till Noon. Then Began that part of the Day called the 
Sixth Hour ; after which camethe Ninth Hour, which continue 
rill Night. So that according to this Explication, it is cafie te 
reconcile that Paflage of St. ‘Fohn, Chap. 9. 14. which fays, That 
Pilate Condemned Chrift about the Sixth Tour, with Avarké 15.25. 
where it’s faid, That he was Ccucined at rhe Third Hour: For 
this fell out toward the End of the Svccvd Pert of the Day, which 
was called the Third Hour 3; andthe Beginning of the Third Part of 

f 


the Day, called the Sixth; i.e. about Halfan Hour before Noon. 
When St. Peter lays to the Jews, cf. 10,30. That it was not as 
yet the third hour of the days he meant, the Ordinary Hour, 
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wiz. Three Hours aiter Sun-rifing, or about our Nine. For we 
muft diftinguifh the Sorts of Hours according to the Time and 
Subje& fpoken of. The Great Hours, or Parts of che Day, were 
called the Hours of Prayer, or the Hours of the Temple 3 and the Ord:- 
sary Hours were Called the Hours of the Day. 


This way of Computation may eafily be underftood by tlie 














following Table. 
Oy Rifing of the Sun. 
« | St he Firft Hour érhe Firft part of the Day. 
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Yours, &c. 
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LETTER IL. 


CONTENTS. 
A Chinsfe Lady taken by the Dutch, go'nz with her Husband 


by Sea to marry thetr Son. A 1 Defeription of the Features 
and Complexion of the Chinefe; at what Az, they wmarVy 
and have Children 3 and how the y treat their eves. Her 
Husband kil’ in the Fight. The Dutch 1 p taken by a 
French Privateer, who brought her to Paris, ee dropt her in 
the fireets. A poor Woman pitied her Condition, and carvied 
her to a Nunnery, fhe falls fick, is Baptizd, tnrns Nun, ana 
lives pioully. 


Sl R, | 


Aving promis’d to requite your Kindnefs by acquainting you 
with any thing that occurr’d New and Curious, I fend you 
this following C opy of a Letter from the Hofpital in the Suburb 


of St. Ma rCeaun at [ 2 “ari 1S. 


oi &, 

It is true, That we have a Chinefe Woman here, and I am very 
well pleated in having the a4 tunity toacquaint you with her 
Adventures, feeing you defire She muft needs have been e- 
fteem’d a very handiome Per fon in her own Country, feeing fhe 
is neither : reckon’d ugly nor dilagreeable here, and that the Chinese 
have for the molt part very ftetle Eyes, brown Complexions, 

flat Noles, and Pg | Li <a ¥e’s however difcernable at firft view, 
that fhe is no Exripean. She is about 24 years ot Age, and called 
Ina ihe was bora at Peavin the C Capital C ity of the King ‘dom of 
Lachem, and one cf che > Greate: ft in the Wo.ld. Her Father was 


aMan ot Note, being Treaturer of the Ki ing s Arnies. He mar- 
ried her at r! to eae, 4 who was not above 1:2 years old; they be- 
ing fo iorward in that Country , that they marry at 7 oF 8, and 
have Children est 125 fo chat at 3 they aie Saga old. Inder 
was born, at Navguin, ot ¢ ‘confider ble Fai was very rich, 
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4nd became one of the Chief Men of the Court of China : fo that 
Ina had all the reafon in the World to be content with her Lot. 
She had a Son by her Husband, who arriving at the 7th. year of 
his Age, they muft buy him a Wife, according to the Cuftom of 
the Country. So that whereas here we give a Portion with our 
Daughters when they marry ; in that Countrey they give Money 
to the Father and Mother of the Damfel, fo that many Daughters 
make a Family rich. Inder and Ina had in their Eye a young Gir? 
at Nanguin, (for | muft obferve by the way, that Perfons of Qua. 
lity don’t marry in the fame City where they live). and the Match 
being approved by the Court, the King granted them one of his 
Ships for the Voyage. Every thing belonging to it, was extraordi- 
nary Magnificent, the Moveables all of Carv’d and Gilt Plate, 
and the stuffs of Damask and Gold. They were accompanied b 
abundance of the Chief Officers at Court, and earrted their Son 
with chem, having a vaft Summ of Money and a great Train. 

The ordinary Paffage from Peguin to Nanguin was by a Canal 
which the King of China causd to be made.before the Invafion of 
the Zartars. It was indeed longer than the Voyage by Sea,, but 
much fafer, fo that there was {carcely any other way known be- 
awixt the Two Cities, untill {uch time as there happened a kind of 
Whirlpool or bottomlefs Gulph in this Canal, which made the Paf- 
faze that way very dangerous, and obliged Inder and Ina to go by 
Sea. 

They Embark’d about Three years ago, and after they had 
fail'd fome days, were furpriz’d by a terrible Tempeft, which ia- 
fted for 8 hours, and threw them upon an-unknown Ifland, where 
they bought fome Provifions, and put,to Sea again ; but afew days 
after, were attack’d by a Dutch Veflel. Inder being unwilling to 
fall into their Hands, tought with a great deal of Courage, and 
was kil?d, and Iva received alfo fome Wounds. The Dutch ma- 
king themfelves Mafters of the Ship, obliged Ina with her Son, 
and thofe who had efcap’d, to go aboard theirs; where they 
Treated her withmuch Humanity: they neither rebb’dher of her 
rich Apparel nar Jewels, and left her alfo a very great Bag full of 
Gold. This Veffel arriv’d at Battavia, and fometime after fail’d 
from thence. When they had been about a year at Sca, Ine loft 
her Son and two Wemen, who belonged to her Chamber, by a 
Mal'gnanc Fever; and in fine, the Dutch Veffel was taken by a 
French -Pyivatecr, who treated this Unfortunate Lady with a 
great deal of Harbarity, rebbing her of her Jewels and Monev, 
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and leaving her nothing but what was upon her. The Privateer 
continued a year at Sea, and did afterwards arrivein France, where 
thofe Barbarous Fellows expos’d the Lady for fome days to the 
Publick, which brought her to the very brink of Defpair: for the 
Chinefe Women, efpecially thofe of Quality, are always kept up 
in their own Apartments, and feen by none but their Husbands 
and Kinsfolks. But this was not all, they ftript her of her Cloaths 
and what Linnen fhe had, cloathing her with a Waltcoat, and a 
fhort Petticoat ef black coarfe Cloath, and Twoof them hiring 
Three Places in a Coach, they arrived at Paris about the end of 
November, 1693. and lett Jvsz all alone tn St. Dennas- Street betwixt 
§ and 9g at night. 

The poor Lady being thus left in a Winter night at 6200 
Leagues diftance trom her own Country, without any Relief, or 
a poflibility of being underftood, lean’d againft a Corner; and 
wept till a poor Beggar-Woman pitying her Condition, took her 
by the hand, and lead her to the Nuns of St. Catherine, who 
may not keep fuch as come to them above Three days, fent her 
to a devont Lady thattook greatcare of her. It was perceived af- 
cerwards, thet the.underftood a little Dutch; whereupon they 
{poke to her inthat Language. She ftay d with that Lady for 
fome time, but fell fick of a very dangerous Diftemper; and 
when they thought her in hazard, they Baptiz’d her. The Lady 
who had taken her home, coming to fee the Prioref;, demanded 
a Bed in the Hofpital for this Chzme/e, who continu’d fick, and it 
was granted. Care was taken to in{truct her in the Chriftian Re- 
ligion , which fhe entertains with ‘great Affection, afluring us, 
That fhe would preferr it to all the Crowns of A/is, if they were 
in her Offer. The fweetnefs of her Temper, her Modefty, Hu- 
mility, and good Life, were fo remarkable, that fhe was recefved 
as a Member of the Convent, where her Example is truly edify- 


ing. 
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LETTER II. 
CONTENTS. 


The Occafion of this Letter. Divers jlran nge Taftances of 
Monftrous Births, occafiow’d by the Mither’s Imacination. 
Other Inflances of the ‘Strange Effcéts which the Fancies of 
Fypechondriac Perfons have had upon themfelves, The Opie 
nions of {ome Philofophers as to the frrange Things which the 
Strength of the Fancy may operate on our felves ‘and others * 
To this they afcrite the Power of Charis and Spells, and 
the bleeding of a murdered Perfon in prefence of the Murdz- 
rer. The Defcription of the Fancy ; avd its Seat, ana Similitudes 
to explain the Way how Odjedts work upon it. Hov the 
Strength of the Mother s Fancy works upon that of the lafant 
in her Womb, and occafions thofe Natura! Averfions, which 
{ome People have to Jome things, as Cheefe, &e. How the 
Mother’s Fancy has Influence upon the Chilis Body, and oce 
cafions Marks, and fometimes broken Bones, &c. How the 
Fancy of Hypochondriack Perfons operates upon themfelves. 


STR, 


He Wonderful Cures that have been lately periormed on 

Mary Maillard, and Mrs. Savage, ee may fee in the 
Printed Relations of both, being fo much talk’d of by all, and a- 
fcribd svholly to the power of the Fancy by fome 5 occafion’ d me to en- 
quire a little both into Hiftorians and Philo! ophers, that I might 
fee what Inftances of rhe power of the F. rey ave given by the former, 
and the Reafons alledg’d for the fame by the latter; that fo by cont- 
paring the one wi ith the other, we might be the better able ¢ 
make fome rational Judgment, as to the Cafes in hand. 


Hiltoria ns abound with {trange Relations of the Effeéts which 
the Force of the Mother’s imagin ation hath had upon Children 


t 


in the Roh, of which take the/2 few Inftances. 
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HoStius 1. his Addition to Diematus, Lhe 3. B64, fays, 
“ That on the 18th. of faly 1610. as he attended pon his Prince 
© at Prague, there ‘vas a Child born, whote Liver, intellines, Sro- 
ema ao and 18 » hagreat part of ne Metentery, bung out 
** all naked, | ‘vel, and he died within atew hours o} 
"his Birch 2 obs 1 Phyfician, enquired of the Mother, 
Whether fhe had done ans — to occafion fuch a Birth? who 
aniwered him with * * bat apout a Quarter of a year be- 
** fore, fhe was con! aed hy fore Soldiers to be prefe nt at the 
” killing of a Calf, al 1at he fal iy xt Fiera: Morton, when 


5 9 ' 
* the faw it ope ned, and the Bowe!ls rumbie down from the Belly. 


pa 667. he gives an Account of a Wom. in, who much about 
that time, and in the fame City, brought forth a Son with his Fere- 
- cut a inverted swhich was effea edi bythe 2 Sheencth of his Mothers 

Imaginaticn, who Three Weeks before her Tiavel, liftened with 
extraordinary Attention to one who gave an exa@t Deftription of 
a Jewiijh Circumcifion, at which he had been prefent that mor- 


ning. 
Scheuckius in his Ob. Med. \. 4 » OF. . p. i4-f- tells us of a Core 
tain Woman, who telling her } leignbours, “ That the reckoned 


“tq the Feaft of the Epiphany, or the Three pink > they an. 
{wered merrily, ‘ That perhaps fhe might be dels eeved of Three 
Kings. She repltyed immediately, “ God grant it: and at the 
time was brought to Bed of three Boys, one of them of the Co- 
lour of an ethiopian, as one of the Thiee Kings is common y 
painted. 

The Famous Mr. Boyle in his Philofophical Experiments, p. 1st. has 
this remarkable Paflage, “ That’aYoung Lady complaining much 
of her Health, in which the Phyfician judged there was more 
¢ of Fancy than Reafon, he advifed her Friends to divert her by 
© little pleafant Journeys ; inone of which, the Lady being a de. 
“ yout Catholick, went to Se /Vinifrid’s Well, and fixing her Eyes 
* upon the red Pebbles, which. appear’d through the Water, the 
“ was afterwards delivered of a Child, whole. Skin was all over 
freckled with Ipots, exattly of the colour and bignels of the faid 
- Pebble iP 

Nor js it in Women with Child alone, that the Imagination is fo 
ftrong, but alfo i in 2 Velancholick Perfons of both Sexes; of which, 
amongtt many others, the following Inftances are very remarkable. 

Heywcod in his H. pb p. s5x. gives an Account of a Man 
troubled with Hyrochondriack Melanchely , who had a strong Imagi- 
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nation that be was dead 3 infomuch, that he not only abftain’d from 
Meat and Drink, but was inyportunate with his Parents that he 
might be buried, before his Fleih was quite putrefed. Hi, Phy. 
cians advis’d them to wrap him up in a Winding-fheet, lay him 
upon a Bier, and fend him coward the Church on Meas Shoulders, 
and prepare {ome pleafant Fellows to meet them on the way, and 
ask who it was they carried ? which being accordingly performed, 
and his Name told, ‘ The World’s well rid of him, fay the Fel- 
“* lows ; for he was avery bad and vicious Man, and his Friends 
‘© have reafon to be glad, that he did not dic on a Gallows. The 
Young Man being vex’d with thofe reproaches, rous’d himfelf up, 
and told them, “ That they were wick: “ Men to do him that In- 
“ jury ; but it he were alive he woul. teach them to fpeak hetter 
of the Dead. But they continvinz to give him reproachfull 
Language, he leapt from the Herfe with ag cat Fury, and buffe- 
ted the Fellows till he was weary: by whica viotent Agitation the 
Humours of his body were alicved, and he beiiiz jutt like one awa- 
ked from a Trance, was carried home 3 and having taken fome 
wholefome Diet, in a few day: he recovered his former Strength 
and Underftanding. 

Lemnius de Complex. \, 2..c. 6. gives us another Inffance of a No- 
ble-man, who fancying hinitelf to be dead, could riot be brought 
to eat neither by the Promifes nor Threats of his Friends; and ha- 
ving continued thus Seven days, he was prevail’d upon by the fol- 
lowing Trick. His room was made dark on perpote, and tome 
Men entring the fame in Winding-ihects and Grave cloaths, be- 
gan to eat and drink liberally. The Neble-man perceiving this, 
ask’d, ‘¢ Who they were? and being anfwered, lcad Men. 
“ Whar then, fays he, Do the Dead ea: ? “ Yes, yes, fay the 
“ Fellows, and if you will come and ic down by us, you will 
“ quickly perceive it :. whereupon he fprung from his Bed, fell a 
cating with the reft, and having receiv’d a fleepy Draught after it, 
which was preparedon purpofe, he was by this means recovered. 

Zacutins Lufitanus, prax. adm. \. 1. Obf 44. p..34. gives us an 
Account of a certain lias. who fancied hinfelf to be trozen, and 
therefore in the very Dog-Days fate continually over the Fire, cry- 
ing out, ‘* That he should never be warm, unlefs his whole Body 
«were fet on a flame: and would by ftealth throw himfelf into 
the Fire ; fo that he was bound near the fame, in Chains, to pre- 
vent his burning of himfelf. This difordered Imagination prevented 
his fleeping ; whereupon the Author being a Phyfician, = the 
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following Method for hisCure: He wrapped him in Sheep skin, 
with the Wool on them, from Head to Foot, and rubbing them 
over with Aqua Vite, fe: him on fire ; fo that he burn'd tor half 
an hour: and leaping and daacing about, he cried out, that-he 
was now well, and rather too hot, and in a tew days was per- 
fedtly recovered. 

Schenkius (Obf. Med. 1. 1. cbf. x. p. 124.) relates another Inftance 
of one who thought his Nofe as long as an Elephant’s Trunk, and: 
chat it fwam in his Dith. A Phyfician being fent for, and under- 
ftanding his Diftemper, did ¢extroufly cure him in the following 
manner: He heid a tong ftuff'd thing to his Noftrils, and fnatch- 
ing up aRazor, cut off this counterfeit Nofe ; and with a fopo. 
titerous Potion, and wholfem Diet, compleared his Cure. 

Nor is it on Sick and Melancholy Perions-enly, that the Force‘ 
of Imagination, or Fancy, works iuch Effects ; but many times. | 
alfo, on thoie who are Healthful and Sound. Ricciws the Fefuit | 
(Expedis. ix Sinas) fays, That it is a thing familiar in China; info- 
mauch that if it be told them that they fhall be Sick on fuch a. 
day, it many times happen. to be really fo; and fometimes i: - 
makes fuch an impreflion, that they dice uponit. Doétor Cott 
(in his Difcovery of loncrans Prattitsoners af Phyfick, cap. 8.) hath 
two Inftances to this purpofe; The firft, of a Clergyman’s Wite 
in Northamprenfhire, who, Anno 1607. being told by a Phyfician, 
that fhe was troubled with the Sciatica, (whereas, it feems, fhe 
was not; ) yet the very Night after he told her fo, fhe fell into. 
amoft violent Fir of it. And his fecond Inftance, is, of another 
Good-woman who was grievoutfly troubled with the Cramp, merely » 
upon a Phyfician’s naming it. But to come to the Philofephical 
Part. 

Valelius, (lib. 5. cent. 6.) fays, “ That the Serength of Conceit 
“ and Apprehenfion does alio remove Difcafes.”. And to»this, 
fome Authors afcribe the Effect of Charms and Spells; particu- 
larly Pomponatius, who (lib. cde Iscanratione) iays, “ That the 
“ Imagination foreeth a Motion of the Humours. Spirits and 
«© Blood, which takes away the Caufe of the Malady from the 
“ Paits affe@ted : For it is uncontrovertioic, that, as many Men 
“¢ are Hurt by wicked Credulity, fo many are Relievd by the 
“fame Means.” = Cardan and Hippocrates do both agree, “* That | 
© i, Onmiow alone which makes or marrs Phyfictans ; and that 
* he doth ere beft Cures, in whem: they have moit confidence.” 
So that this firong Concet, or Imasinsian, is Abrum Hininis, and: 
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che Rudder of our Ship, which Reafon fhould fteer ; but being 
-over-ruled by Favcy, 1s often times over-turned., Ie doth {fo di. 
verfly turn and wind, woe io > imperi foufly command our Bodies, 
that itis the medina Devers of Paflions: by means whereof . 
they many | imes work prodigious Effects, not only upon our 
felves, but others: And to this it is that the Bleeding of the Car- 
cals is ‘aferibed, by fo: ae, when it’s brought before the Murtherer 


though many times it happens to be fome Weeks after ont on 


Ld 


miflion of the Murder. Vier, r avacel! us, Card. 12, and mar: hod. 
lotophers, are Of “Opi nicn, Thar the Sie cible Imagin: ‘7 So spe 
the one Party, occafions. a Motion and Alteration in the Spi- 


“¢ rits of the other.” 

Having thus, in fhore, given an Hiftorvical, and fometline of a 
Philofophical Account of the Force of the Fancy, or Tniagina- 
tion $ it remains, that I fhould give {ome Deicription of the 
F ancy, and how it comes to work fuch Effects 

The Faculty of Imagination, or Fancy, is ihe Power of tl the Soul, to 
know particular Bodi res, and the Relations of Equality or heequa lity which 
are betwixt them, or that whereby any oh is veprefen: on the Mind, 
or impreffed in it. “This Defcription [ think fufficient, without j in- 
fifting upon the /everal Sorts of Fancies, or the Difference which 
Pa make betwixt the Funcy and Imag: nation § or the Nice Ques 
tions, Whether Common Senfe and Aden: be different from ‘the 
Fancy? Which may fall under our Confide ration at fome other 
time. 

Inthe next place, it is fit to take notice, Thar the Oo] Cexter 
ot the Brain is moft probably the iszmec hate O gai Of the Faxcy, or 

Imagination ; becaufe it is that nb: of the Beain,which communicates 
immediate! y with ail the Nerves which are the Organs of the 
Senles. 

The a fe rent Changes which hapr en in the O. 1 Center, by the 

Atiton of Extes al Object sis reprefented by the Adorion whicha //ind, 
Har a ”, OF “Wild Rea A, occaficns among be oe ot a thick 
oreft, which makes them cl ange their natural Situation ; or as 

a Stone thrown into ftanding Water, whicn maxes it undulace : 
io the Action of Externai Obje&s occafions an Ui-dulation or 
Waving of the Animal Spi fis in the Middle of :he Biain, which 
are aiterwards expanded towards its Circumie.ence. For much 
aiter the fame manner does the . Ae on OF External Objects make an 
Impreffion upon the Fiéres of i Oval Curt, and forms Paths or 
Tracks which were not there before; to which Nature unites the 
ica’ 
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Tlea’s of the Objects which have form’d thems and thofe Tracks, or 
Paths, are more or lefs diftin&, according as they approach 
nearer, or go farther from the Courfe of the Spirits, to which 
Nature hath joyn’d the clear Idea of the Obje&. 

Thefe things being premis’d, concerning the Lwzemation, or 
Fancy 3 Uthall, in the next place, endeavour to explain, how it 
comes to pafs, That rhe Strength of Imagination works [uch Effedls, as 
thole mention'd in the Hiftcrical Inftances. 

And, Firt, For the Effects which the Imagination of the Mother hath 
upon the Infant in the Womb. 

We fee commonly, that the Countenance of a Paffionate Man 
does naturally imprefs the like on thofe who are concerned with 
him, although the Union betwixt him and thofe that look upon 
him be not very great. It is no wonderthen, that the Mother, 
who is clofely united with the Child, communicate her awn Sen- 
timents unto it: For whether or no her Blood, cr Animal Spirus, 
communicate themiclves to the Infant by: the Placenta, the imme. 
diace Contact of the Matrix.and- the Fetus is enough to convince 
us, that when the Mother is acted by aviolent Paffion, the Blood 
conimun ‘cates its Motion to the Matrix, the Matrix to the Shin of 
the Infant, the Skim of the Infant to the fall Nerves, and they to 
the, Oval Center, and the Spirits ; which begin to form Tracks in 
the Child’s Bra, that an{wer precifely to thofe which are in the 
Oval Center of the Mother: and thus fhe communicates her own 
Paffions and Impreflions co the Child. And becaule thofe Tracks, 
or Paflages, which have been opened very often, continue a lon 
time, even in a tender Brain; we have reafon to think, that fecing 
there are but few Women who have not been mov’d wirh fome 
violent Paffion, during their being with Child, there are alfo buc 
a few Children who don’t inherit the Commencements of rhe 
fame Paflions trom their Mother. And-from: hence it is, That 
thofe fecret Averfions, which we have to certain things, withouc 
any known Reatfon, do, for the moft part, proceed ; as fome can’t 
endure the fight of a Cat, Caeeje, &c. So much for the 
Eff@ which the Imagination of the Mother may have upon that 
of the Child. 

As to the Effeéts which her Imagination may have upon its 
Body, we mult confider, That the Animal Spirits do nat only flow 
in our Bodies, to occafion the fame Motion which we {ee in the 
Bodies of others; but alfo, that they move principally in thofe 
Parts of our Bodies which an{wer to the Parts which we perceive 
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to be moved in the Bodies of others: Whence it 7: that we are {6 
apt to Yuwn, when we fee another 2 Yawn 3 and prin the Animal 
Spirits caule an Emotion throughout the Bod dy, when we fee any 
one feverely beaten ; and, it we took good heed, fhould perceive 
the Effect on that part of our Body, whi aniwers to that which 
is hurt in anothers : and this is particular ly difcernible in Perfons 
who have a rong Iimegination, and a delicate and tender Body, 
though thofe ofa Robu ft and § cing Confitution are not fo fen- 
fible ‘of it: And hence it is, th lat Alen are not io much affeéted 
by the feeing of Adurther an d Bloodfhe:, as Women and Children, 
And becaufe tne Infants feill in th c Hersh have their Fibres and Flefh 
much tenderer $y: ian /Vomen, and Chi laren already born, the Courfe 
of the Animal Spirits mult needs produce much more ‘confiderable 

Changes upon Yi 

So that when the Adorher fees a Criminal Quarter'd, ail the Blows 
which the unfortunate Corps receives, make a /orcible Impreffion 
upon her Oval Center 3 and by comicquence, upon the more tender 
Brain of he. Infant. But becaule the vores of her Brain have a 
much better Ccn/iftence, they are able to refift the Sace of thofe 
Blows; whereas the Fibres of the Infant’s Brain, which are more 
tender and delicate, are fometimes put thereby into fuch Diforder, 
that it becomes deftitute of Reafon, as being no further capable 
of receiving the diftin& Imprefflions of “Objects And becaufe the 
Mother’s Animal $ Spirits take their Ceur/e precipany to fuch Parts 
of her Body as anfwer tothe Parts of the Crimin al which receive 
the Blows; it happens the fame to the Infant, but with this diffe- 
rence, that whereas the Mother’s Bones ave sts to refift the Vio- 
rence of the Animal Spirits, without Annoyance ; thofe of the 
infant act beixg able to do the like, it many times vp out, chat the 
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are DOr YW} thy the Reones broke, while th ole of the A other remain 


whole. Bue if the Mether happen, by any means, to deternzine ber 
‘aw Spirits to another Part of the Body than thar which an- 
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Rubbing g OF Ticks ing the fame any thi 1g ha rd: then it may happen 

at fuch Part of the Infants kody as correfponds with the Parts 
of her ow n which fh ¢ tickles OF rubs, and not fuch Parts a. cor- 
refoend with thofe of the Criminal which reccives th 
fha'l be af rected > becaule the Animal : pirits which are d ffus'd 
nrcughout the whole Body, will fow in the greateft quantity to 
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when with Child, cn {uch Parts of their Body, as anfwer to tho[e of their 
Mother, which fhe rubi'd or tickled, when fhe Long’d, efpecially :f ber 1- 
magination was jerong at that time. 

I come now to the Effects which the {trong Imagination of EZyre- 
chondricck Perfons have upon themfelves. - 

By what has been faid, ic may appear, That if by any opinicxa- 
tive or fPubborn dilpofition of the Spirits, the Idea @f a Cock, or what 
elfe you pleafe, come to be often imprets’d upon the Brain, with- 
out Inter:uption, the So! will at laft look upon it felf as waited with a 
Cock, and the Man will behave himfelf accordingly ; in confequence 
whereof, the Spirits being difpos’d to diffule themfelves from thax 
Track or Path in the Oval Center, into the Muicles which ferve to 
perform the crowing, or other Actions of a Cock ; it’s not te 
be wondred at, if we fhall fee thofe Perfons imitating that Crea- 
ture, or any other, whofe Idea may be impretfs’d upon their Brain 
in like manner. 

And thus, Sir, you fee how all thofe Phenomena’s contain’d in 
che Hiftorical Account of the Force of Imagination may be folv’d. 

But whether there be not fomething fupernatural in the above- 
mentioned ones of Mary Maillard, and Mrs. Savage, or whether 
they may be folved in the fame manner as thofe here related, I 
fhaj| not take upon me to determine: though I muft declare my 
own Opinicn to be, That they cannot; wherein I am much con- 


firm’d by the preceding Enquiry. 
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LETTER lv. 


CONTENTS. 


The Derivation and different Application of the Word Alchy- 
my. The different Opinions as to the Antiquity and firft 
Authors of this Art , and what Great Men are [uppos'd to 
have followd it. Whether the Emperor Caligula had the 
Philofopher’s Stone. Whether the A:gyptians had it in Dio- 
clefian’s Time. Tie ‘Reafow why the Philofopher’s Stone is 
focalled, Its pretended Vertucs, not only as to Tranfmuta- 
ticn of Metals, but being an Univerfzl Medicine. The 
Quality requird in it. How many Authors have writ of it 
What they [ay as to.the manner of Compofing it. 


STR, 


EN ovxder to fatise your Defire as to a Defciiption of that Cu- 

_ rious Ait calied Chymie, or Alchymie, and a Compendious Hi- 
ftory of the fo much talk’d-of Phitcfopher’s Stone, 1 have been at 
the pains to make the following Collections, which'I do now fib- 
mit to your Perufal and Cenfure. 

. As for the Word Alchymy, fome derive it from the Arabick Arti- 
cle Al, and the Greek Word wuss, Liquor, Juice or Sap, from 
the Word wev, to Me/t or Found. Others think, that it is purciy 
an Arabian Word, and only borrowed by the Greeks, and there 
are a third fort, who deduce it from the Particle A] above menti- 
“ety and the Greek Word saueia, which fignifes a preparation of 
TOL 

And as there are different Derivations of the Word, it is alfo 
differently us’d; for fome afcribe this Name 1. To the Art of pre- 
paring and purifying of Metals. -2.To the Art of Changing 
Metals, which are lefs perfect, into Silver and Gold. 3. To the 
Art of Extraéting the Effences and Spirits of Minerals and Plants. 

Some will have it, That this Art was firft {0 called by Cham, Son 
to Noah, and the Firft King of Egypr, who taught it to the Fg)p- 
sians; but this is {uppofed te haveheen only that part of preparing 


Metals 
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Metals which was in ufe from near tlie begin ning Ob the Wor dg 


lor we are taught, Gen. 4 22. That Taval Cain was the Maider o} 
fuch as wrought in bra|s and iron. 

But as for that “Alebymy by which they pretend to make Guid, 
the Egyptians know nothing of it, and they who have fpent their 
“Time about it fince, have found it an expenfive and fruitlefs Hlafion. 
Father Kircher obferves juditioufiy, ‘ Tha iethere are Four great 
** Subjects, which have taken up ¢ the Minds of Philofephers and 
Mathematicians, for a long time, but to no purpole, wine The 
Quadrature of the Circle 3 Perpetual Motion; A Lamp which does int 
con'ume , and The Pb iloloph °s Store. Thole who addi@ themielv cs 
tothe Ai it, derive its Or iginal trom Adam, who, according to then1, 
"Taught it to Enoch; that after the Flood, Cham the Son of Noah, 
exercis’d it in Eg rt, as above-mentioned ; that Hermes an Egypti- 
an Philofopher wrote a Book of it in Hieroglyphicks ; that Pytha- 
goras underitood it , that Adofes was not ignorant of it; and that 
many Famous Men have practis’d with Succefs, as Hippce: ‘ates, 
Aristotle, Albert the Great, and Others: Nay, there are {sme who 
alledge that Selomwen wrote of this Arc in a fappofed Book called 
Clavicula Salomonts,and are fo impious as to maintain, That his Book 
of the Cazticles is a fort of Epitbalami “m upon the Sun ; and h loon, 
and defcribes the Myftertes of this Science. But notwithftanding 
all thofe Fancies by which they do indeed but expofe themfelves, 
there are good Authors who maintain, ‘That there was none who 
— this Art berore the —— of Chrift. 

Pliny fays, That the Emperour Caligula was the firft who prep. 
red Natural Arfenick to ma ce Ge Idot it; but that he gave over, 
becaufe he found the Expence to furmount the Profs. However, 
he had not the Philofopher’s Stone, for he did not make Gold by 
the Tranfmutation of Metals, but by a feparation. of Gold mix: 
with Arfenick. They fay allo, that falius Firmienys , who liv’d in 
the ath. Century, makes mention of Avclymy 3 bate that word i: 
not found inthe Vatican Manufer ipt, and if ic be in aie’ oi 
probable that the fame has been added by fonie Late Chymift 

eftablifhthe Antiquity of their Art. “Svidzs lays, That the E ey 
ror Dioclefian ea the end of the zd Centu: ‘vy, cau fed a ftri 
‘Search to be made through all j ES P's tor the Writings of firch 
did treat upon the fc ae 7g 0 oi Gold and Silver, and or dered them to 
he burnt,to prevent the A:gyptians growing rich thereby 5 left their 
abounding with Gold and Silver hou'd have inclin’d them to revolt 


But chis Art ‘Was not thie Philofopher’ s Stone W hich the Chy miits 
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ean of: for if it had, it could jot be a Secret, but muft have 


bccn commen in Fgypi. DD: rue, That the Atgy yptians knew how 
tu feparece — trom oth  Wicerak with which it Was mixt, 
but could not change ¢ ite nor Silverinto _ d. 

i es horus B ‘emaims las, who lived in the 13th. Age, wrote.a 
Tre el Chymie, but mentions nothing of th > Tran{mutation of 
Metals. The Anabiens inven ted = My {terious Art fince, and 
were tollowed therein , Arn dies ily nova , Raimundus Loti: 


‘Fo annes Azotis, Paraccdlus, anc o othe is, vno blew long < and hard: 
but their Furnaces never produe’d ie thing but Athe:; and 
Smio0ak. 

I thall inthe next place, give you an Account of this Philofo- 
pher’s Stone, which hath fill'd the World with it’s Fame. 

The Philofopher’s Stone is fo called, becaufe, fay its Admirers, 
there are none but true Philofophers who pottels it, and they give 
it out to bea Powde sr which changes imperteé Metals into Gold or 
Silver, by Projection, that is to fay, by throwing fome of this 
Powder upon nly according as it is prepared ‘by the Artift, 
Red or White. They call all Metals, except Gold and Silver, im- 
perfe& ; Lead, they call Saturn; Tin, Fupiter; Iron, Mars; 
Copper, Venus 5 Quickfilver , Afercury 5 Gold, the Sun, ‘and Sil. 
ver the Afcor 

This Powder is allo called the Univerfal Medicine by thofe 
Philofophers ; becaufe, as they pretend, it has Influence over the 
whole i mpire of Nature, wh ich they will have to confit of three 
Reigns, Viz. the dnmal, Vegetable andMincral ; and by this Powder 
they fay, that they can preferve e the Health of Animals from any 
alteration ; * andre-eftabliih ity when altered : That they can do the 
like upon Pi ants 5 and, to ule their own Terns, cure ‘the S Lepr jie 
of Aktals, and ennoble them, by bringing them to as high degree 


seit 


ot Perfection, as Nature is capable of, in the Bowels of the 
Earth. 

This Powder is called a Stone, becaufe Vitrified, after it is pre- 
pared, and by Fufion brought into a fhining Mals, ref¢mbling that 
which is called Enamel in the Glats-works; and when they have 
occafion to u ae. they reduce it into Pow der, by {craping it with a 
Knile. 

Befides the Tinéure , this Powder mult have two Qualities 


which we dont ‘t find together in any one Body which is fram’d by 
Nature ; for ic muft be as apt to melr as Wax, and as fixt and re 
rable inthe He asGold. The firft Qualiry being abfolutely neceffa- 
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ry, that i¢ may penetrate to the very center of the imperie& Me- 
tal upon which it is poured out, and the fecond no iefs needfull, 
that it may communicate that firmnets which is requifire to make it 
Silver or Gold. 

The manner how to work fucceisfully to find out this Stone 
very hard to difcover ; above Four or five thoufand Authors whe 
writ at different Times, and in different Places of the World, up- 
on thi; Subje@, but fo a3 if they defign’d only to {peak of it, not 
toteach it; orif they had that Defign, they have exprets’d thei n- 
felves fo enigmaticaily, that as themfelves have advis'd their Reo. 
ders, they only writ for their Brethren of the Art: fo that if God 
don’t either reve eal thefc My {tories , or that fome who is Mafter of 
the Art fhall Explain them, it is impoffible that they thould be un- 
derftood. But we mutt not believe that all thofe who have writ 
myfterioufly on this Subjeé&, are poilefs ‘dof the Art: “* There are 
‘< very few, fay they, who are Authores bone Nita, Creditable 
“ Authors, but thofe who have the Reputation of Mi adepti, as 
they call thot who have obtain’d what others fought after, are 
Hermes their Venerable Father, Calid Artepbius , who brags that 
he hath lived al OVE IOCO Years, Morienus Rew 7ANiS the Cofmopolite, 
Count Trevilan, Zacharie, Philaletbes, and many others, both an: 
cient and aes 

To compen this fo difficule and myfterious Work i, thofe Philofo- 
ohers tell us, That there are Two Ways, ey one they ¢ call Univer- 
fal, and the other Particular: The Univeral confifts in the Prepa- 
ration of a certain Matter, which is found every where through. 
out the World, and cofts nothing ; is Common to the Poor as 
well as the Rich, and laid before every Man; but few have the 

Skillto chufe it. This Matter does by meer Preparation, without 
the Addition of any thing whatfoever, produce that Univerfa! 
Medicine, which agrees to the Three Reigns of Nature, as for- 
; erly mentioned ; fo that the Philofopher may determine ic by 
tor Kind, as he thinks fit; alter which Determination, itb 0 
mes proper either for Animals, Plants or Minerals. 
_ The particular Way is when the Philofopher begins his Work by 
ihe Metal lick Kind, ancl thar by Art he finds means to corrupt 
es nerfect Metal, by t © Radical Introdu€tion of one of the 
Three Subftances w bich compote it, wx. Salt, Sulphur, or Mercu- 
which are the Princ:ples of all Subtlances, and thele Princ ples 
Ci > Four E ements, which are the Princi- 
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This particular way is alfo fubdivided into two other, called the 
dry and moi? way. The frst iswhen the perfect Metal is corrupted 
by the Radical Introduction of Metallick Sulphur. The Second, 
which the Philofophers do alfo call the way of Reincrudation, is when 
they proceed by the Introduction of Mercury, and this they call 
the Reincerudaticn of the Metal, and the moi? way, becaufe the Mere 
cary being the Watery Subftance, it is alfo the moft crude part, and 
it’s this, not the vulgar Adercury, into which they pretend to put the 
Silver or Gold, and make it pwrrifie in fuch fort, that after having 
undergone this putiefaction by the ways of Art, it produces a 
Subftance called the Philofophical Mercury, which is neither Silver 
nor Gold, buta Metallick Compofition of a foft confiflence, ha- 
ving a fermentative and penetrating Vertue, by means whereof 
they can multiply it i infaitum by putting common Arey to it, 
which isthe crudeft of all Metals, and molt proper to be penetra- 
ced, and receive all Metallick Forms. 

Thus, Sir, You have from the beft Authors, a. juft and exac& 
Idea of this Famous Philofopher’s Stene, which hath tor along time 
made {fo great a noife in the World, and been the Subjeét of abun- 
dance of True, as well as Fabulous Hiftorics. Ufhall in my next, 
pive you fome general Reflexions upon Chymiftry. 


Tours, &c. 
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CONTENT S. 

The Chymifts Five Principles. The VUfe of Ch)miftry. Which 
of their Principles is moft Active. Whether they have 
been exatt in the Number of their Principles. What occa- 
fions the Growth of Plants, and the Corruption of Bedies. 
The Propertics which the Coymifts afcribe to their Salt, Siti 
phur and Earth. Their Divifions of Salt and Sulphur. 


51 R, 


Come now to acquit my felf of what I promifed in my Laft, 
as to the Noble and Curious Art of Alchymy, left by che No- 
tional and Airy Speculations of thofe Chymilts who pretend to 
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the Philofopher’s Stone, you fhould entertain any Prejudice againft 
Chymiftry in general, which is a Science both Pleafant and 
Profitable. 

Seeing the Chymifts confider things as they are palpable and 
manifeft ; and that in making the Analyfis of Mix’d Bodies, they 
have not difcovered any more than Five Subftances, which were 
fenfibly apparent ; they have accordingly admitted no more than 
Five Principles of Natural Things, viz. Phlegm, Spirit, Sulphur, 
Salt, and Earth. 

It’s true, that this Word Principle, is not taken in the ftrieit 
Sence by the Chymitlts; for the Subftances which they call 
by that Name, are not Principles {tri@ly taken, but only in re- 
gard of their Art, which can get no further in the Divifion of 
Bodies: Whereas we are very well affured, thae cthofe Prin- 
ciples themfelves are compo:’d of an infinite number of Parts of 
the firft Element, which may more juftly claim the Title of Prin- 
ciples, 

t Neverthelefs we muft own, that if we would difcover the firft 
Principles of Nature, as near as is poflible, we cannot take amore 
effe€tual way than that of Chymiffry : For though the Divifion which 
it makes of Subftances, be rude; yetit gives, neverthelefs, a very 

reat Idea of Nature, and of the Figure of Infenfible Particles,which 
commpofe Mix’d Bodies that are grofs and palpable. | 

We fhall not trouble our felves to examine whether the Divifion 
which the Chymifts have made of their Principles into Active and 
Pajfive, be Exa&t; becaufe that depends on the fence which they 
put on thofe words: But we fhall only fay, That if by the word 
A Give, they underftand fimply a Body which is in Motion, there is 
nothing more Aéive than Phlegm, fince it has more Motion than 
either Salt or Sulphur. If, on the contrary, they underfland by 
the word Adive, the Impreflion which one Body makes on ano- 
ther upon which it aéts ; there is nothing more Afive than Sait : 
Becauie Salt being drawn by Phliegm, a&s with more Violence 
upon tte Body which it rencounters, than either the Phlegm 
would do alone, or than Phlegm and Sulphur would do, if they 
aGed together. 

Neither fhall we examine if they make an exa& Enumeration of 
the Principles, when they admit only Five, and reckon Mercury 
One of them ; becaufe that depends ftillupon the fence in which 
they underftand Mercury : But we fhall only fay, That if by that 


word they underftand a Simple Principle, their Enumeration is falfe ; 
D becaule 











~~ 


22 ihe Griderfal Wercury,. 


becaufe Mereury is.a Spirit, and the Spirits are Salt or Sulphur fteep’d 
in Phlegm. | 

As to the Effects of thofe Principles, it’s true, That the Spirits , 
as they fay, are the principal Caufe of the Vegeration of Plants, 
and the Growth of Animals ; but by their aendlive Motion, they. 
do alfo corrupt the Bodies in which they abound, very {peedily : 
Whence it comes to pafs, that thofe Bodies which have but few 
Spirits, feem Incorruptible, as Metals and Minerals. 

Salt is the Heavielt of all the Principles of our Chymifts, and 
it is the Laft which they extract from Mix’d Bodies : It is cutting. 
anc penetrative; gives Confiftence to Hard Bodies, preferves. 
them from Corruption, and renders them:capable of producing 
divers Smells, according as it is differently mixd with other Prin- 
ciples, but chiefly with Sulphur. 

Sulphur: conneéts the other Principles ; it fweetens theSalt ; and 
topping the Pores of the Body, prevents any Corruption therein, 
either by toomuch Moifture, ot exceflive Cold. Hence it comes 
to pafs, That the Plants which abound with Oyl, preferve their 
Verdure or Greennefs a long time. 

Phlegm is extracted, by Diftillation, before the Spirits, when 
they are acid; and after them, when they are fulphureous ; but 
in fuch fort, that the Phlegm never comes off pure, without fome . 
Remains.and Impreffions of the otirer Principles: Whence iz 
comes to pafs, that the Phlegm is commonly more clean/mg than 
the common Water. 

In fine ; The Earth is the lat, andthe only Principie, in my Opi- 
nion, which can be called Pafive. It cannot come. off pure 
neither, no more than the other Principles : For it always retains 
fome Spirits; that is to fay, fome Sale, or fome Sulphur, fteep’d 
in Phlegm; infomuch, that if after having extracted as much as is 
poffible, it be expofed for fome time tothe free Air, it re-affumes 
them afrefh. Which comes to pais thus; The Vapours which infi- 
nuate themfelves into the Pores, difcharge themfelves there, from 
the acid Salt, or the Sulphur, with which they were engag’d. 

They divide the Salt of Mix’d Bodies into Three forts, . 
viz, Fix'd Salt, Volatile Salt, and Effential Salt. The Fix’d Salt 
is that which is extracted after the Calcination 3 and the Sale ef 
Plants, extraded in this manner, is call’d Lixtvious Salt, or Sali ree. 
fembling Lye. Volatile Sait, is that which rifes eafiy when it is 
warm’d ; fuciis the Sale of Animals. And Ejfestial Salt, is thas 
which is extra&ed<from the Juics:of Plants- dy Cry/Pallifation, or 
Congealing : 
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Congealing : And this laft is of a Middle fort, betwixt the ix’d 
and the Volatile Salt. The Sulphur is alfo divided into Fix’d and 
Volatile; which makes it evident, that.the Chymical Principles don’t 
differ from Water, Oyl, Salt, and: Earth. 


Tours, &cs 





LETTER V. 


CONTENTS. 
The Vfe of Chronology. Divers Ways of Diftribution of 


Time. The Fewifh Computation deftrudtive of their orn 
Principles. Several different Ways of Computing of the Old- 
Teftansewt-1 ime. 


S 1 R, 
W7 OU have often follicited me, to give you fome Information 

as to Ecclefiaftical Chronology, in order to your better under- 
ftanding of the various Epocha’s, Periods and Ages, which occurr 
fo often in Hiftories. To comply with your Defire, I have fent 
you this following Account: By which you may fee how thofe 
Periods, or Epocha’s, are in{truéted, from the Creation of the 
World, to Chrift’s Birth; fince which, all Chriftians are agreed 
in the Computation. But to come to the Matter. 

I fhall not trouble you with the Poetical Diftribution of Time 
into the Golden, Silver, Brazen and Irom Ages ; nor with the Varro- 
nian Computation, which is the fame with that of Cenforimus, into 
the Obfcure Age, which was that before the Deluge ; the Fabulous 
Age, from thence to the Firft Olympiad, in the Reign of Aza- 
viah, or Uzziah, Kings of Fudah, nor the Hifforical Age, from 
thence founded on the Credit of Hiftorians. Neither fhall I 
crouble you with the Fewith or Elian Computation, which were 
pleafing to Mercater and Veffius, and divided the Duration of 
the World into Three Periods of 200c Years each; the Firft, 
without the Law ; the Second, under the _ ; and the Third, under 

2 the 








24 The Uuniberfal Mercury, 


the Meffiah ; Which Diftribution is fo much the more remarkable, 
becaufe it is of greateft Antiquity, moft receiv’d among the fews, 
and maintain’d by the Authority of the Talmudifts and Cabbalifts ; 
though it cuts the Throat of the Jewifh Caufe, a great part of the 
Six Thoufandth being already elaps’d, even by the Confeffion of 
Manaffeh Ben Irael. But I thalt give you that Computation which 
does generally obtain among the Chri/tians, and is of Two Parts: 
Firft, The Time from the Creation of the World, to the Birth 
of Chrift, commonly called the Time of the Old Teament. 
Secondly, That from the Birth of Chrift, to our own Days, which 
is called the Time of the New Te(tament. 

The Time of the O/d Te/tament hath bee1t divided in different 
Marners, by different Authors. Some divide it into Two Greater 
Periods, or Intervals, according to the Elian Diftribution ; the 
Firft extending from the Creation, to the Calling of Abraham; and 
the Second, to the Time of Cari/’s Birth, or Pajffion. They di- 
vide the Firft Interval again into Two Parts ; viz. from the. Crea- 
tion, tothe Deluge ; and from the Deluge,to Abrabam. The Second 
they divide into Five Parts ; the Firft of which comprehends the 
Time of the Patriarchs, and the Egyptian Bondage ; the Second, that 
under Ahjes, the Fudges and Kings ; the Third, that under the 
Babylonians, Perfians, Grecians and Syrians ; the Fourth, that under 
the A/moneans, or Maccabees 3 and the Fifth, that under the Romans, 
to the Time of Chri/. 

Others again efteem the following Diftribution more Commo- 
dious, viz. into Three Ages, or Great Periods : Of which the 
Firft, from Adam to Mofes, contained 2454 Years; the Second, 
from Mofes to the Babylonifh Captivity, 9123 the Third, from the 
Babylonifh Captivity to the Birth of Chrift, 605. 

There are alfo many who are pleafed with the following Di- 
vifion into Five Periods ; which was followed by the ancient Greek 
and Latin Authors; and particularly by St. Augu/tin (de Civitar, 
Dei, lib. 22. cap. ult.) viz. The Ht. from Adam the Protoplaft : 
The Ild. from Noah: The 1d. from Abraham + The IVth. trom 
Mofes, or David: The Vth. from the Captivity, to the Birth of 
Chrif. And this fub-divided into Four Leffer Periods, according 
to the Four Monarchies, to the Coming cf Chrift. 

But moft divided the Old Teftament Time into Six Periods; 
which was approved, of old, by Damajcenus ;. and followed by 
Arias Montanus, Auguftin Tormiel, Hervil, Dion, Petavius, Arch- 
bifhop Ujher, and many others. Bue they do not agree in the 

Manner 
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Manner heither ; for fome of them terminate the Firft Age in the 
Deluge ; and others, in the Calling of Abraham. The Second is 
determined, by fome, at Abrakam’s Call; by others, at his Birth ; 
by a third fort, at his Receiving the Promife ; and later Authors 
place it at the Departure of the Iraelites from Egypt. The Third 
Age is extended, by fome, tothe Time of Mofes, or the Promul- 

ation of the Law ; by Arias Adontanus, to Facob’s Vifion of the 
Ladder, Gen. 28. and by later Writers, tothe Building of So/o- 
mons Temple. The Fourth Age is, by fome, concluded at David's 
being made King ; by others, to the Building of the Temple; 
by Arias Montanus, tothe Promulgation of the Law; and by later 
Writers, to the Deftruétion of the Temple, and the Times fol- 
lowing. The Fifth Age is reckon’d, by fome, to expire at David’s 
time; by others, at the Captivity, or Deftru&ion of Solomon’s 
Temple ; and by later Writers, at Chrift’s Birch. The Sixth Age 
is, by the Ancient Writers, concluded at Chrift’s Birth ;. and by 
the Moderns, ac his Afcenfion. 

Some again are for a Divifion into VII Intervals, which are 
Famous in the Sacred Hiftory. The Ift. From the Creation, to 
the Deluge. The Hd. From the Deluge, to the Promife made to 
Abraham, Gen. 15.13- The IlId. From hence, to the Departure 
of the I/raelites out of Egypt, or the Promulgation of the Law by 
Mofes. The 1Vch. From the Departure of the I/raelites, to the 
Foundation of the Temple by Sclomon, 1 King.6.1. The Vth. 
From the Foundation of the ‘Temple, to the carrying away inte 
Babylon, under Fechonias, 2 King.24.14. The VIth. From hence, 
to the End of the Seventy Years Captivity; which happen’d in 
the Firft Year of Cyrus’s Reign, when he publifh’d the Edié@ for 
their Return, 2 Chron. 36.21,22. The Vilth. From that time, es 
the End of Daniels Seventy Weeks, abating however rhofe Weeks 
from the Birth to the Paflion of Chrift.  Beroaid»< was the firft 
who publiih’d this, Computation, and was therein follow’d by 
gy Divine Pareas 3; for which Fofepd Scaliger treats him 
harfhly. 

Lydiatus form’d TX Chronological Canons, or Epocha’s, from the 
Creation, to the Fifteenth Year ef Tzrberius, when Chrift was 
manifefted in the Flefh. The I{t. From the Creation, to the 
Deluge, 1656 Years. The ffd. From the Deluge, co the Birth 
of Ifaac, 452 Years, The !Hd. From.-thence, to the Dejartyre 
of the J[raclites out of Egypt, 400 Years. The IVth. From: cence, 


te. the Foundation of Solomon’s Temple, 479 Years. The. Vth. 
From: 
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from thence; to the: End of Nebuchadnezxzar’s Reign, Seventeen 
Yeais before the Deftru&ion of the Temple, 413 Years. The 
Vith. From thence, to the Babylonian Monarchy under Cyrus, 
~o Years. The Vilth. From thence, to the jaft Year of Codo- 
mannus, and the Endsof the Perfian Monarchy, when Babylon was 
Taken by </:xander, 204 Years, The VIIIth. From thence, to 
the End of che Macedonian Empire, or the Laft of the P-olomy’s, 
and the Firlt of Fuli«s Cefar, after the Pharfalian Vido ¥, 282 
Years. The [Xth. From the Beginning of Fulius Cz’ -’s Mo- 
narchy, to the Baptifm of Chrift; with the 4 Years of the faid 
Fuliss Cefar, the 6 of the Triumvirate, 52 of Octavius Cefar, 
15 of Tiberius, makes up 77 Years. So that the Total is 4033 
Years. 

Let fo much fuffice at prefent, concerning the Variety of Opi- 
nions among the Learned, as to the different Epocha’s of the Old 
Teftament. Inmy next, I fhall fend you IX other Epocha’s, with 
a Chronological Canon to demonftrate each of them, from the 
Holy Scriptures, &c. and the different Computations of the Sama 
ritan Verfion, the Septuagint, and Fofepbus. 


—_ om ela * 


LETTER VI. 


CONTENTS. 


The Defign of this Letter. The State of the French Affairs in 
Siam. The Way how the Great Mogull has Befieged Gingy, 
for two Years. The Situation of that Great City. The Mo- 
gulls Method of Managingihis War. An Account of /ome 
Aétions betwixt the Moors and the Marats : Of the latter’s 


Defeat ; and the Moors Threatning Pontichery, where there 
is a Society of French Fi{uites. 


5 1R, 


Gcording to my Promife, to acquaint you with all Extraor- 
FX: dinaries which occurr, I have fent you the Copy of a Leiter 
From Pontichery, in the Indies ; which, though feparated ao 

arts 
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Parts of the World, by vaft Traéts of Sea, yet affords many things 
worthy of our Knowledge and Confideration. I am confident, 
that the following Letter will be very grateful to your Curiofity, 
if it were for no other thing but tofhew che great Difference 
which there is, in the Way of Managing War, in thofe remote 
Places, from ours here in Europe, where Mars is Triumphant, and © 
the Art of War broughtto the heighth of Perfedtion.. 


The Letter. 


UR News from Siam, are, That, on the Arrival of the laft 

? Mandarins, with whom I was in France, and who brought 
Letters from Father Zachard, to that Court, the King order’d all 
the French to be brought out of Prifon ; and reftor’d the Miffio- 
naries of Foreign Millions, to the Poffeflion of their Seminary, 
which was taken trom them in the Jaft Revolution : After which, 
the Barcalon, or Firft Minifter, who was Chief of the Embaffie 
from Siam to France, fent a Chriftian Mandarin, Father to the In- 
terpreter of the above mention’d Embaflie, to whom he gave the 
Nameof Oelouan ; and,that he might.add to his Au' hority,appointed 
two other Mandarins to carry Letters from the King his Mafter, to 
father Tachird, in Anfwer tohis. 

The Army of the Great Mogull is ftill before Gixgy, Capital of 
this Kingdom ; where the King is in Perfon, and hath fuftain’d 
the Siege for two Years againft the Ad4cors. The Mogull hath fent 
one of his. Natural Sons thither, to put cn the Siege ; and of late, 
with iome Succours which are arrived, he hath divided his Army 
into Four Camps : But it is impoflible to know juftly che Namber 
of his Men; fome fay that there are above soooo Men and Wo- 
men, but not above 20000 of ’em Fighting Men; and others fay 
more o.icis Befides thofe Four Camps, he hath placed Corps de 
Guaré every where, to prevent the Supplies which come into the 
City from the neighbouring Kingdom of Taajaer, in great abun- 
danc: But in the mean time, there 1s no want of any thing 
within: And not many Days ago, the King of Gingy {ene a Pen- 
dulum hicher, which was fen: back to.-him; and he roox it i very 
good part, returning many Thanks. ‘The City is ci too large a 
Ciicu't, cid firsated in a Place of dificu't Accefs, upon three 
Mo. <ains, which jtand under feveral:others tha: are cover’d with 
Wo... Of late we hear that the.’/s0rs begin to prefsit, ‘being 
oncaiaped at.the.Foot-of-the Mountains, and advancing daily to- 
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wards the Town, by Trenches, and Covert-ways; which they 
ary forward, betwixt the adjacent Hills, in fuch fore, that, it’s 
aid, nothing can enter now, if the Befieged don’t Force fome 
Corps de Guard: Which will not be very difficult to do, there 
being but few People in them. We are alfo fenfible here, of the 
Effects of this War: But before I give you a Defcription of the 
Battels which have been fought before our Gates, I muft give you 
an Account, what People they are that fought them. In the 
iiean timie, we are Neuters and Friends to both Parties. The 
Mogull, to harafs his Enemies, not being able of himfelf to make 
War upon them on all Hands, permits little Princes, or others 
who have Money, to Levy Troops at their own Charge, Invade 
and Plunder the Enemy ; allowing them to Seize on fuch a 
quantity of Ground as he affigns them, and to take all they 
can Jay their hands on, paying him only a lietle Tribute. It’s 
one of thofe petty Princes who manages the War in thefe 
Parts. He hath indeed fome Pretenfions to a Title, it being 
from his Father, that Sabagi took the Territory of Gingy. This 
Prince’s Name is Sireau : He hath already Taken fome little Place 
in the Neighbourhood, and pitch’d his firft Camp in a Wood 
within Half a League of Ponrichery ; having only 100 Horfe, and 
200 Foot. After this, he made Incurfions into the Country, 
carrying off all the Cattle that ever he could find. The AZarats, 
who are Subjeéts to the King of Gingy, came, after feveral 
Days, with 500 Horfe, and fome Foot, chas’d the Adors from 
a Famous Temple where they defign’d to Fortifie themfelves, 
encamp’d in the Place, and, in fome meature, put a {top to the 
Meors Incurfions into the Country ; but durft not attack them 
in the Wood, until they were re-infore’d: and fo having re- 
ceiv’d 300 Foot, they came to force the Moors from the Wood, 
in which they had fortify’d themfelves. The firft Day, they 
carry’d trom the Atvors the firft Barrier 5 advanc’d to the firft En- 
campment, and cariy’d off the Tent and Baggage which be- 
long’d to the General of the Aécors’s Brother, who was wounded 
in the Action, being fhot through his Leg, juft under the Knee, 
with a Musket-Bullet; and he is now at Pontichery, where our 
Apothecary dreffes his Wounds daily. The Afarats had 10 or 12 
wounded on their part, their General’s Brother having alfo re- 
ceiv’d a Bullet in his Side, which ftay’d in his Body ; but he was 
Curd by our Apothecary. They contented themfelves with 
this Expedition, and return’d, in the Evening, to their Pagod. 
wo 
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Two Days after, they renewed the Charge, and re-took the fame 
Poft which they abandoned before, and which ‘che A4oors had 
repair’d ; but left ic again, having 2 Men Kiil’d, and 15 Woun- 
ded. In fine, The Adors, either for fear of being Forc’d, or 
rather, wanting Provifions, retird of their own accord, by Night; 
and the Marats took Poffeflicn of the Wood immediately. There 
they ftay’d for 8 or 15 Days, and afterwards encamp’d them- 
{elves in the open Field, within a Quarter of a League of Pon- 
tichery, on a Rifing Ground ; where the AZoors came and attack’d 
them at Noon-day. The Aarats made no Refiftance, aban- 
don’d their Camp, and retir’d with {peed towards their 
Pagod; whither the Mors purfued them ; and being afterwards 
puff’d up with their Vidtory, prefented themfelves before Ponti- 
chery, and demanded Entrance : Which was refufed. Then they 
‘demanded Rice and Corn for their Horfes ; threatning, That if it 
‘were not granted immediately, they were refolved to fight. 
Monfieur Martin, the Dire&or, being the Head of the Garrifon, 
at that Gate where the A4cors appear’d, anfwer’d, That if they 
had a mind tofizht, they were ready to receive them; but as 
for Rice and Corn, they fhould fend Men without Arms for 
it, as foon as they were returned to their Camp, and they would 
fell them fome. So the Moors not thinking’ it convenient to 
fight, retir’?d to their Wood ; where they keep, ftill threatning 


to burn Pontichery. This is all the News which this Country 
affords. I am, | 
” 


S LR, Yours, 
Cc MORISET, 
Of the Society of Fefus. 


Thus, Sir, you have an Account, how the French King’s 
Affairs in Siam are ftated ; which Father Morifer pafles over fo 
lightly, that we may perceive he hasno great Reafon to brag : 
And though the King of Siam be a little more Favourable to 
the French than he was, he is not like to truft their Jefuitical 
Mathematician any more, feeing om nae made — 
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other Engines than Affrolabes. I doubt not, by this time, bie 
you are ilfo fatisfied what an Unwarlike People thofe Indians 
are, and how Awkardly they go about Military Enterprizes ; fo 
that ic needs be no great wonder, that our Ea/-India-Company 
have been able to maintain their. Ground, from time to time; 
againft the Great Mogull. 


lam, 


Jan. eo. 


1693. STR, Yours, &e; 






































